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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/756,345 



Examiner 

Van T Trieu 



Applicant(s) 

MCMILLEN, DEANE DORWIN 



Art Unit 

2632 



-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 1 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )G3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 20 December 2001 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)K This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) E3 Claim(s) f is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim (s) 1 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) ^ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

1 1) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

1 3) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)Q All b)D Some'cO None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 
Attachment(s) 

1 ) D Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) O Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). 



2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) □ Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Specification 



1 . The substitute specification filed on 20 December 2001 has not been entered 
because it does not conform to 37 CFR 1 .125(b)because: 

(a) the mark-up of the corrected specification is not compliance with the 
standard requirements. 

(b) there is no signature of the inventor or attorney at the last page of the 
Amendment/Response. 

(c) there are still informalities in the specification, such as 

Page 1, line 25, remove the phrase "FIG. 2." and make a new paragraph 
starting with "FIG. 2 shows the microswitch 

Page 2, line 5, make a new paragraph starting with "FIG. 5 shows the ..." 

Page 2, line 8, delete the "(A)" and make a new paragraph starting with "FIG. 6 
is mounted on " 

Page 2, line 10, make a new paragraph starting with "FIG. 7 shows the 
appropriate " 

Appropriate correction is required. 



Response to Amendment 

2. The proposed reply filed on 20 December 2001 has not been entered because it 
is unsigned . 
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Since the above mentioned reply appears to be bona fide, applicant is given a 
TIME PERIOD of ONE (1) MONTH or THIRTY (30) DAYS from the mailing date of this 
notice, whichever is longer, within which to supply the omission or correction in order to 
avoid abandonment. EXTENSIONS OF THIS TIME LIMIT MAY BE GRANTED UNDER 
37 CFR 1.136(a). 

3 . Manner of making amendments . 

(a) Erasures, additions, insertions, or alterations of the 
Office file of papers and records must not be physically entered 
by the applicant. Amendments to the application (excluding the 
claims) are made by filing a paper (which should conform to 1 
1.52), directing or requesting that specified amendments be 
made . The exact word or words to be stricken out or inserted by 
said amendment must be specified and the precise point indicated 
where the deletion or insertion is to be made. 

(b) Except as otherwise provided herein, a separated mark-up 
paper should include a particular claim may be amended only by 
directions to cancel or by rewriting such claim with underlining 
below the word or words added and brackets around the word or 
words deleted . The rewriting of a claim in this form will be 
construed as directing the cancellation of the original claim; 
ho we ve r , the original claim number followed by the parenthetical 
word "amended" must be used for the rewritten claim. If a 
previously rewritten claim is rewritten, underlining and 
bracketing will be applied in reference to the previously 
rewritten claim with the parenthetical expression "twice 
amended," "three times amended," etc., following the original 
claim number. 

(c) A particular claim may be amended in the manner indicated 
for the application in paragraph (a) of this section to the 
extent of corrections in spelling, punctuation, and 
typographical errors. Additional amendments in this manner will 
be admitted provided the changes are limited to (1) Deletions 
and/or (2) the addition of no more than five words in any one 
claim. Any amendment submitted with instructions to amend 
particular claims but failing to conform to the provisions of 
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paragraphs (b) and (c) of this section may be considered 
nonresponsive and treated accordingly. 

(d) Where underlining or brackets are intended to appear in the 
printed patent or are properly part of the claimed material and 
not intended as symbolic of changes in the particular claim, 
amendment by rewriting in accordance with paragraph (b) of this 
section shall be prohibited. 

(e) In reissue applications, both the descriptive portion and 
the claims are to be amended by either (1) submitting a copy of 
a portion of the description or an entire claim with all matter 
to be deleted from the patent being placed between brackets and 
all matter to be added to the patent being underlined, or (2) 
indicating the exact word or words to be stricken out or 
inserted and the precise point where the deletion or insertion 
is to be made. Any word or words to be inserted must be 
underlined. See ■ 1.173. 

(f) Proposed amendments presented in patents involved in 
reexamination proceedings must be presented in the form of a 
full copy of the text of: (1) Each claim which is amended and 
(2) each paragraph of the description which is amended. Matter 
deleted from the patent shall be placed between brackets and 
matter added shall be underlined. Copies of the printed claims 
from the patent may be used with any additions being indicated 
by carets and deleted material being placed between brackets. 
Claims must not be renumbered and the numbering of the claims 
added for reexamination must follow the number of the highest 
numbered patent claim. No amendment may enlarge the scope of the 
claims of the patent. No new matter may be introduced into the 
patent . 

[32 FR 13583, Sept. 28, 1967; 46 FR 29183, May 29, 1981; 
para, (e) , 49 FR 555, Jan. 4, 1984, effective Apr. 1, 1984] 

4 . Amendments to the drawing . 

No change in the drawing may be made except by permission 
of the Office. Permissible changes in the construction shown in 
any drawing may be made only by bonded draftsmen, at applicant's 
expense, or by the submission of substitute drawings by 
applicant. A sketch in permanent ink showing proposed changes, 
to become part of the record, must be filed for approval by the 
examiner and should be a separate paper. 

[48 FR 2712, Jan. 20, 1983, effective Feb. 27, 1983; 49 FR 
555, Jan. 4, 1984, effective Apr. 1, 1984] 
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5 . Amendment of claims . 

The claims may be amended by canceling particular claims, 
by presenting new claims, or by rewriting particular claims as 
indicated in ■ 1.121. The requirements of 1.111 must be 
complied with by pointing out the specific distinctions believed 
to render the claims patentable over the references in 
presenting arguments in support of new claims and amendments. 

[32 FR 13583, Sept. 28, 1967] 

6 . Numbering of claims . 

The original numbering of the claims must be preserved 
throughout the prosecution. When claims are canceled, the 
remaining claims must not be renumbered. When claims are added, 
except when presented in accordance with ■ 1.121(b), they must 
be numbered by the applicant consecutively beginning with the 
number next following the highest numbered claim previously 
presented (whether entered or not) . When the application is 
ready for allowance, the examiner, if necessary, will renumber 
the claims consecutively in the order in which they appear or in 
such order as may have been requested by applicant. 

[32 FR 13583, Sept. 28, 1967] 

7. Mailing. 

It has called to applicants attention that if a 
communication is mailed before the response time has expired 
applicant may submit the response with a "Certificate of 
Mailing" which merely asserts that the response is being mailed 
on a given date. So mailed, before the period for response has 
lapsed, the response is considered timely. A suggested format 
for a certificate follows. 

11 1 hereby certify that this correspondence is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service as first 
class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner of 
Patents and Trademarks, Washington, D.C. 20231, on ..." 



Name of applicant, assignee, or Registered Representative 
S igna t ur e 



Date 



• # 
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The applicant is reminded that copies of four U.S. patents 
have been provided with this Office Action as examples for 
proper application format. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

8. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Marek [US 
5,898,371]. 

Regarding claim 1, the claimed newspaper box monitor comprising a visual blinking light 
to indicate that a newspaper is in the box (newspaper box 1 comprising a mechanical 
detecting means a micro-switch 1 1 arranged inside the box will detect mail, newspaper 
or any object inside the box, and an indicating means 10 to activate optical light upon 
detecting of a newspaper inside the box or to activate the acoustic. indicator or with a 
mechanical flag indicator located remotely from the newspaper box 1 , see Figs. 1-13, 
col. 1, lines 15-28, col. 2, lines 21-55, col. 3, lines 28-36, col. 6, lines 26-67 and col. 7, 
lines 1-2. 
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Response to Arguments 



9. Applicant's arguments filed on 20 December 2001 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. Because the rejection reference of Marek discloses a detecting 
box or mail box 1 is large enough to contain a newspaper or other larger objects, see 
col. 3, lines 28-36. 



1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to primary examiner Van Trieu whose telephone 
number is (703) 308-5220. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 
7:00 AM to 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mr. Jeffery Hofsass can be reached on (703) 305-4717. 

The office facsimile number is (703) 872-9314. 



Conclusion 




van Trieu 
Primary Examiner 
Date: 6/18/02 



